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The Meanings and Functions of 'mae’ in Modern Japanese

Yoon-hyung Bahng

"mae’, space, time, reason

In this paper, the meanings and functions of “mae” in modern Japanese are
examined. The results are summarized as below.

Firstly, “mae” in modern Japanese has the usages of space, time, and reason.

Secondly, although space is the primary usage of “mae” conjuct to noun, “mae”
also has the usages of time and reason.

Thirdly, time is the primary usage of “mae” conjuct to verb, but space is also
the usage of “mae”. For the usage of space, the case of “mae” is limited to “de”
case and “ni” case. For the usage of time, “mae” has the meaning of temporal
relations of two events.

ErELY 20099 14 184
AAREd 20099 24 114
AAGAY 2000 249 27



