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Sanghoun Song. 2010. Pragmatic Usage of Wh-elements in Korean.
Language Information. Volume 10. 95-117. This paper investigates
peculiar usages of Wh-elements in Korean. The usages that this paper
covers, which often refer to rhetorical questions, have a property of both
interrogatives and quantifiers simultaneously. That means, the
Wh-elements function like a trigger to derive the form of interrogative
sentences, but they convey quantificational readings. This paper provides
several constraints of the peculiar usages of W/i-elements; in particular,
the Wh-elements show a tendency to co—occur with some adverbs that
express speaker’s psychological status. On top of this, this paper also
looks into the pragmatically peculiar usage of ‘'why' in Korean. If the
'why' word in Korean appears in tag questions, it assumes two properties;
one 1s the word itself is optional, the other is the word always co—occur
with stative verbs. (Dept. of Linguistics, University of Washington)

Key words: Wh-element, Wh-word, pragmatic usages, constraints on
Wh-element
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b “BAe AZ" 165%
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2. Wh-249 347 »d3 B At

@019 A% Wirdol: RATE AL 715E FATH BA
PAY YATRAY A 29S A

(3) 7 : who, someone
a. T7F sty

b. Who does come?

c. 7 $toh

d. Someone comes.
(4) %9l : what, something

a. Fo& HAY?

b. What did you eat?

c. HE & H9lol.

d. [ ate something a little bit.
(5) AA| : when, sometime

a. 78 AA gA w7
b. When will we meet again?
c. AA BA AL
d. Let’ s meet again sometime.
(6) Ty : where, somewhere
(7) oA : how, somehow

Ao AT 4 o Yge) Aol o
D A% A RS B SAstn At
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® 9 : why, %

agu oo DA w24 74ed A WA 181 F HARAE o EA g}
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FAstar olou I Wz o]k AAetal A BT Y2 BN ¢ dEe
2718 S EE g3 2t Holy o] Fof R 2= i Eide
vst7] As) A= Jlestua o,

10) g : Bale] AA & 7= AF HFf?
a. ~What [ want to know is when you treated me as your family.
b. =You have never treated me as your family.
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(13) 3¢ AA AFee Aok
a. ¥What I want to know is when you will bring me a poultice.
b. ~He has not yet brought me a poultice
(, though I have pain in my arm).
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G ol ol AALE ST 712 HEA
(16) o]=2l : ¥ XAZ wFof!

&Y HF olyd g, olFold . Uyt 9 w48l
o] 9l : HtH. HFof dl
ofF! Y7t o wFofl o] &0l A

B A%, JBEL Aol Aol REE AR gig RS got
5 FA@th dea g5z a9l 1940] Fold &
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r7] W&ot} webA 99} (14-16)9] 739 o] 1914 0] o BF| F
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a. What did I do?
b. 1 did not do anything.
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At 1 Azeln (@4 7% 93, T 133)
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A Aol of E oY 7 Aok.(FEH st /ith
QD MR (RS9 B4 Aon FAR &5 5 AW
sofl o] A Atke] 22 dl o] de E DA ¢ $to]

R R, oA, -FAC]’ T BEE w249 oled HsT
Aks 490 (A¥syt 73, Wl o5& At 53)).

22) A4 oY 2o dAl b

(23) A<= 26 | Rlok 1 & Urb MYy B2 A 348k FA9
H7b 2A st (e FuAgdyY A4 ¢
Hoh gz

ol XdL figlo] Aot At Al FHE EYUs BFOE AA
cgbol gEojy HE 222 59 A8 AHEH (1102 AHEEE wrFfAh
= ol o939 Fr|sl= BTVt W =tes e AT & 9

2.2.3. 339 Y=

DA W e AR ] BN Eae we 2ol (102 Fde

8) G AT o]e} B3t o7t EAFT. tEAQ Zo] ‘the hell” o]tk (AP 2007).
What the hell is that?
xWhat I want to know is that.
~That is something which I really hate.
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B4 (negation) S WEsta gty & AN EE B gFHo| EE}A
gou o ETy A4S o BA9 A4t operatonE 34l =Ysta
A= Aot

24 W7k o 233Y?

~[ don’ t need to do so.
(25) FAlo] AA & 7IE HE shFH?

~You have never treated me as your family.
(26) w7t !

~] did not do anything.

, Az o s e dsg 7t ARY e Egie Vs e TS
. d < kz2H(negation operator)= 3}-8-2 #
of SJeiAst AT o Uche HolA DubAl F2ofn 29 =g ok AP
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(30) 7} AA?

a. ~Nobody thinks him an angel.

b. &3 F7b AAE?

c. E It A
E RAY, okf) DY W3t A o EW
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of B3k Eolr 1 g o ‘A’ = ‘Y

rr rr Lo
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(33) ol&A -+ AFA 7}
a. ~I cannot go (home) with this hair.
b. olFA s 73 o¥A 7t
c. olgA s E A8A 7t
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